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Grand Concept
If you’ve noticed the Conway I-40 overpass with 
plants lining the sidewalks, that’s this year’s 
Engineering Excellence Awards Grand Conceptor  
winner. From right, Garver’s Todd Mueller, P.E., 
Richard Corbyn, P.E., and Charles Cullen, P.E., were 
part of a team that finished three projects in one 
in order to provide access to the former Conway 
airport site and improve traffic flow in a busy 
commercial area. The design work was completed 
in 12 months while the traffic was kept moving. 
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A Foundation for Good Roads
Finishing a magazine in the second 

half of March that will be delivered in 
the first part of April is a normal activity 
for ACEC/A and ASPE, but these are far 
from normal times. 

As I write this, the ASPE Annual Con-
ference is being postponed because of the 
coronavirus. Instead, we’ll hold that or-
ganization’s most important annual event 
August 27-28. We’d like to keep the same 
speakers and are contacting them as to 
their availability. 

We’re printing the magazine even 
though we don’t know what the world 
will look like in three or four weeks. We 
hope our member firms will have gotten 
back to business.

Eventually, everything will be back to 
normal – well, a new normal – and so 
even though our world has been turned 
upside down for a while, we must think 
about the future – starting with Novem-
ber.

You may have heard that this is an 
election year, although it would be easy to 
forget in the midst of a pandemic.  While 
the presidential race will dominate the 
national discussion, here in Arkansas en-
gineers will be focusing on Issue 1.

As I’m sure you’re aware, the Leg-
islature under the leadership of Gov. 
Hutchinson has referred to voters a con-
stitutional amendment that would per-

manently extend the half-cent sales tax 
that funds the Connecting Arkansas Pro-
gram. The tax is set to expire in 2023. 

By extending it, voters will provide 
$205 million annually in ongoing fund-
ing for highway needs and will continue 
providing $43 million each to cities and 
counties. 

ACEC/A and ASPE will be actively 
supporting this campaign. Recently, 
ACEC/A joined the Arkansas Good 
Roads Foundation, a coalition that since 
1975 has worked to increase support for 
the state’s highways. The Good Roads 
Foundation will be one of the primary 
leaders of the Issue 1 campaign, and it 
will do so with ACEC/A’s support.

Eventually, we’ll all come out of hid-
ing, and commerce will get moving again. 
But commerce in Arkansas needs a foun-
dation of good roads. As engineers, let’s 
make Issue 1 our number one issue this 
election season. 
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Garver’s Cantrell Field access project for the 
City of Conway won the Grand Conceptor 
Award at this year’s Engineering Excellence 
Awards at the Governor’s Mansion March 5. 
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18 A Garver project that improved access to a closed Conway 
airport awaiting redevelopment, installed a roundabout at a 
nearby busy retail area, and planted greenery on the connect-
ing overpass won this year’s Grand Conceptor Award at the 
Engineering Excellence Awards.
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Rick Geraci, P.E., and Mark Eakin, P.E., have practiced engi-
neering for 28 years together at four firms – including their 
new one, TLG Engineers, where it’s just the two of them.

Spotlight / Industry vets’ TLG leaves time 
for fishing

14 Lori Tudor, P.E., started as an Arkansas Department of Trans-
portation clerk typist and became a bookkeeper, but she wasn’t 
satisfied. So, she became an engineer and is now the depart-
ment’s first female director. 

Tudor new ARDOT chief as Issue 1 looms

16 Crafton Tull employees from seven offices in two states “inter-
sected” in Fort Smith Feb. 20 to learn more about becoming 
the first Arkansas-based 100% employee-owned engineering 
firm.

Crafton Tull’s 250 employees gather
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How to make 2020 
an excellent year

if there were no I-49 connect-
ing the region to I-40?

Good roads improve our 
economy, strengthen our 
communities, reduce fuel 
consumption and the need for 
auto repairs, and save lives. 
The half-cent sales tax has al-
ready transformed Highway 
70 connecting Benton and 
Hot Springs from a two-lane 
hazardous roadway into a 
four-lane thruway. Soon it will 

help complete the $630 million 30 Cross-
ing project connecting Little Rock and 
North Little Rock. 

The original tax was approved by more 
than 58% of the voters in 2012, and a poll 
taken by supporters has been encourag-
ing. Gov. Asa Hutchinson has said pas-
sage of the tax will be his top priority this 
election cycle. 

But passage is far from assured. Some 
Arkansans will vote against any tax. The 
measure will share the ballot with a divi-
sive presidential election and with other 
ballot issues that may distract voters from 
the tax’s benefits.

As engineers, we have a part to play 
in the campaign, which is why ACEC/A 
has joined the Roads and Bridges Coali-
tion supporting the effort, and why it’s 
also joined the Good Roads Foundation, 
which advocates for highway funding 
year-round.

That’s what ACEC/A is doing as a col-
lective body. As individual engineers and 
design professionals, we can vote for Is-
sue 1, donate to the campaign, and ex-
plain its benefits in private conversations 
and on social media – respectfully. Just 
tell people it’s the same tax they’ve been 
paying, point to projects like Highway 
70, and remind them the state has other 
needs. They drive on those roads in need 
of repair or rehabilitation just like you do. 

This year started with the EEAs, and 
it will end with the chance to enact a 
permanent highway funding source. It’s 
going to be a good year regardless. Let’s 
make it excellent together. 

For ACEC/A, 2020 be-
gan and will end with a re-
minder of how important 
our work is in building Ar-
kansas.

On March 5, ACEC/A 
members gathered at the 
Governor’s Mansion to dis-
tribute the Engineering Ex-
cellence Awards.

However, the awards 
aren’t really the point of 
the evening. The EEAs’ real 
purpose is to celebrate the industry itself. 

We do that by sharing a meal and see-
ing what our competitors have been do-
ing. One firm receives the Grand Concep-
tor Award because committee members 
looked at the applications, shrugged their 
shoulders, and said, “They’re all good, but 
I guess this one.”

In other words, the EEAs are more 
about what brings us together than what 
sets us apart, which brings me to how 
the year will end: with voters choosing 
whether or not to provide the continued 
funding to help us keep moving Arkansas 
forward.

In November, voters will be asked to 
permanently extend the half-cent sales 
tax funding the Connecting Arkansas 
Program, which will expire in 2023. 

If Issue 1 passes, the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Transportation will have another 
$205 million annually for needed high-
way system preservation and construc-
tion. Cities and counties will continue re-
ceiving $43 million each. If it fails, they’ll 
have to absorb the loss of that revenue. 

No one likes paying taxes, including 
me. But if there’s anything government 
should be doing, it’s investing in infra-
structure. Nothing builds and main-
tains the economy better than good 
roads. Most of us start our workday on a 
roadway. Major corporations and small 
businesses could not operate without 
an efficient highway system. No doubt, 
Walmart, Tyson, J.B. Hunt and others 
helped build Northwest Arkansas into 
the booming success it is today, but what 
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This column originally fo-
cused on the agenda for the 
ASPE Annual Conference, 
which was scheduled for April 
16-17 at the Hot Springs Con-
vention Center. The headline 
was “See you in Hot Springs!”

Well, not yet. 
The coronavirus pandemic 

has upended ASPE’s plans just 
like it’s upended the plans of 
many businesses and organi-
zations. The ASPE leadership 
along with our executive director, Angie 
W. Cooper, decided to postpone the con-
ference until August 27-28. We’re hoping 
the same lineup of speakers will be able to 
come. And we know the concluding lun-
cheon will continue some of our organiza-
tion’s most treasured traditions. Those in-
clude the announcement of the Engineer 
of the Year and Young Engineer of the Year, 
the Order of the Engineer induction cere-
mony, and the graduation of the most re-
cent Emerging Leaders class. 

All of that will happen August 27-28 
rather than in April. No big deal. 

What is a big deal is how the coronavi-
rus is affecting daily life. It’s already result-
ed in the deaths of 85 Americans and 6,603 
people worldwide as I write this – numbers 
that surely will be much higher by the time 
you read this. The American economy  has 
ground to a halt, and no one knows how 
long this will last. Maybe we’ll have been 
given the all-clear by the time you read 
this, but that seems unlikely.

The United States always needs engi-
neering leadership, but that’s especially the 
case in uncertain times. This public health 
crisis requires the immediate services of 
highly skilled biomedical engineers who 
will help develop vaccines and cures. 
When the crisis passes, civil and other 
types of engineers will have roles to play. 
American life will change in ways we can’t 
anticipate, just like it changed after the 
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September 11 attacks. Com-
batting viruses may become 
the new combatting terror-
ism. Medical facilities will 
have a new focus on infec-
tious diseases and will have to 
be designed accordingly. 
Buildings and public spaces 
may need to circulate air 
more effectively and encour-
age people to spread out.

Who knows how designs 
will change to encourage dif-

ferent types of social interaction? Perhaps 
society will place a greater emphasis on 
small gatherings rather than large group 
meetings. Consider how much educational 
facilities have changed in the wake of 
school shootings. Schools across Arkansas 
are being designed to make it harder for 
someone to just walk in off the street. En-
gineers did a lot of that, and they’ll be 
making the changes that will come in re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic as 
well. 

In addition to engineers’ skills, society 
will also rely on our mindset. This crisis, 
and the response to it, requires clear-
minded, evidence-based thinking. Other-
wise, we may overreact, underreact, or re-
act in the wrong ways. Engineers are 
trained to look at data, facts and scientific 
principles. Currently, Congress is com-
posed of not very many engineers, an ex-
ception being Arkansas’ own Rep. Bruce 
Westerman. More of us are needed. 

The poet Rudyard Kipling wrote, “If you 
can keep your head when all around you 
are losing theirs and blaming it on you.” 
One thing about engineers: We keep our 
heads about us. So far, others are not losing 
theirs, but in some cases, they might. Engi-
neers will be needed to meet the challenges 
of this moment, and the challenges that 
will come afterwards. Now is our time to 
be leaders.

See you in Hot Springs.  

During and after the crisis, 
U.S. will need engineers



In the News
Dunn becomes 
Crist president; 
Noland retires

 Matt Dunn, P.E., has become presi-
dent of Crist Engineers, Inc., effective 
Feb. 10 with the retirement of the firm’s 
previous president, Stewart Noland, P.E. 

Noland is retiring after a career of 
more than 44 years in engineering, 27 of 
those years with Crist Engineers. 

Craig Johnson, P.E. has been elected 
vice president.

Dunn began his 
career with Crist 
Engineers in 1999, 
became a partner 
in 2004, and be-
came vice presi-
dent in 2011. He 
is a registered pro-
fessional engineer 
with 21 years of 
experience in the 

water and wastewater market.
He received his Bachelor’s Degree in 

Industrial Engineering in 1997 and his 
Master’s Degree in Civil Engineering in 
1998, both from the University of Arkan-

sas, Fayetteville. 
Noland an-

nounced his re-
tirement effective 
March 31.

Noland joined 
the firm in 1992 
as an associate 
and vice president 
and has served 

as president since 2013. He received his 
Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering 
in 1975 and his Master’s Degree in Civil 
Engineering in 1976, both from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas, Fayetteville.

Johnson joined 
Crist Engineers in 
2012 as an associ-
ate engineer and 
became a partner 
in 2013. He is a 
registered profes-
sional engineer 
with 23 years of 
experience in the 

municipal water and wastewater service 
area. He received his Bachelor’s Degree in 
Civil Engineering in 1995 and his Mas-
ter’s Degree in Civil Engineering in 1996, 
both from the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville.

Effective April 1, 2020, the firm’s part-
ners include Dunn; Johnson; Les Price, 

P.E., secretary/treasurer; and Chad Hast-
ings, P.E.

Founded in 1938, Crist Engineers is 
one of the oldest consulting engineering 
firms in Arkansas. The firm offers special-
ized experience in water treatment and 
distribution, wastewater collection and 
treatment, and other engineering ser-
vices including planning and construc-
tion management to clients throughout 
Arkansas and surrounding states.

Calendar of events

ASPE Annual Conference
Aug. 27-28

Hot Springs Convention Center

Engineering Excellence Awards Gala
Dec. 6

Arlington, Virginia

Garver opens 
Rogers office

Garver recently opened its newest of-
fice location in Rogers, the firm’s fourth in 
the state, and it joins more than 30 offices 
across its 13-state footprint. Employees 
in Rogers will work hand-in-hand with 
those based in its growing Fayetteville of-
fice and will primarily service clients to 
deliver innovative solutions for aviation, 
construction, survey, transportation, and 
water projects. 

Garver’s Fayetteville office opened in 
1996 and is currently the base for more 
than 100 employees. With offices also 
in North Little Rock and Conway, more 
than 300 of Garver’s more than 700 em-
ployees are based in the state. The new 
Rogers location will also accommodate a 
growing Garver workforce that includes 
employees based throughout the region. 

“Our Fayetteville office has been an 
integral part of Garver’s identity for al-
most 25 years, but we simply needed 

(501) 225-7779    www.ftn-assoc.com    Little Rock - Fayetteville

Stormwater Management     Wetland Delineation/Mitigation

Environmental Permits     Environmental Assessments

Site Investigation/Remedialtion     Solid Waste Management

Brownfields Redevelopment     Flood Insurance Studies

Dunn

Noland

Johnson

ACEC/A AFFILIATES
ACEC Business Insurance Trust

ACEC Health Trust
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American
ATOKA

BXS Insurance, Inc.
BT Environmental, Inc.

Entergy
Environmental Technical Sales, Inc.

Insight Leadership Group
Insurica Insurance Management Network

Jack Tyler Engineering of Arkansas
McGeorge Contracting

O.R. Colan Associates, LLC
Shupe & Associates, Inc.
Springdale Water Utilities

Turner Insurance
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In the News continues on page 10

more room,” said Garver President and CEO Brock Hoskins, 
who helped open Garver’s Fayetteville office. “This new location 
will allow us to continue our organic growth, as well as more 
personally serve our growing list of valued clients throughout 
Northwest Arkansas.”

Garver’s Kruger on council 
for water design-build 

Garver Water Implementation Leader 
Kyle Kruger will serve as vice chair for the 
Water Design-Build Council (WDBC) Ad-
visory Group in 2020 and serve as chair in 
2021. 

Kruger, based in Garver’s Fayetteville 
office, will help facilitate the group’s in-
volvement in WDBC initiatives, and he has 
also joined the Technical Practices Com-
mittee. This year, the committee is focus-
ing on improving resources for Construction Management-At-
Risk (CMAR) delivery, a method that promotes collaborative 
working relationships between owner, designer, and construc-
tion manager throughout the life of the project. 

The WDBC is North America’s leading education resource 
for best practices in water design-build delivery. 

Kruger

Garver’s McCoy in Bio/Agri 
Engineering Academy

Garver Transportation Project Manager 
Kathryn McCoy was a recent selection to 
the 2020 Class of the Arkansas Academy of 
Biological and Agricultural Engineering. 

Based in Garver’s North Little Rock 
office, McCoy will help fulfill Academy 
objectives that include strengthening the 
dedication of students to biological and 
agricultural engineering, recognizing dis-
tinguished department graduates, and providing advisory guid-
ance and counsel to the department. 

McCoy will be recognized along with other 2020 selections 
during an April ceremony in Fayetteville. 

McCoy

McClelland Consulting 
Engineers promotes four 

McClelland Consulting Engineers, Inc., a regional multidis-
ciplinary consulting engineering firm, has promoted four staff 
members. 
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In the News (Cont’d)
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Nathan Streett, 
PLA, head of MCE’s 
Land Development 
Department, has 
been promoted to 
senior associate. 
Streett joined the 
MCE team in the 
Fayetteville office in 
2015 and has more 

than 19 years of experience in planning, 
coordinating, and leadership in the civil 
engineering and landscape architecture 
industries. He has completed scores of 
multimillion-dollar projects while creat-
ing a close relationship with many juris-
dictional agencies. He is a 2001 graduate 
of the University of Arkansas, where he 
obtained his bachelor of landscape archi-
tecture.

Nick Batker, P.E., 
CFM, project man-
ager in MCE’s wa-
ter/wastewater de-
partment, has been 
promoted to senior 
associate. Batker 
joined the MCE-
Fayetteville team in 
2015 and has more 
than 20 years of experience in the plan-
ning and design of infrastructure and wa-
ter resource projects, as well as 16 years 
of experience managing projects. He has 
experience in planning, design, construc-

Ken Estes | (501) 614-1572 | Ken.Estes@bxsi.com
Landon Fisher | (479) 305-0151 | Landon.Fisher@bxsi.com

1. BXS Insurance is a wholly owned subsidiary of BancorpSouth Bank. 2. Insurance products are • Not a deposit • Not FDIC insured • Not insured by any federal government agency • Not guaranteed by the bank 
• May go down in value. 3. BXS Insurance is an equal opportunity employer.BXSI.com

WE’VE GOT THE RIGHT COVERAGE 
FOR RIGHT WHERE YOU ARE.

OUR CUSTOMIZED RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Contract reviews for insurability concerns
• Seminars that could include CE hours and premium credit
• Claims advocacy and continual monitoring
• Large project specific liability policies
• Ability for you to issue certificates of insurance

• Architects
• Engineers

• Environmental consultants
• Large project specific liability policies

BXS INSURANCE HAS A COLLECTION OF 
EXCLUSIVE PROGRAMS DESIGNED FOR:

tion and project management of water/
wastewater pipelines, pump stations, lift 
stations, drainage systems, and roadways. 
He is a professional engineer registered in 
four states. He also has his accreditation 
as a certified floodplain manager. He ob-
tained his civil engineering degree from 
Texas A&M University in 1998. 

Alex Smith, P.E., 
has been promoted 
to senior associate. 
Smith joined the 
MCE-Little Rock 
team in 2010 after 
obtaining his civil 
engineering degree 
from the University 
of Arkansas. He is 
a project manager in MCE’s aviation de-
partment, where he has gained knowl-
edge of funding and landside design of 
airports. He regularly attends FAA-spon-
sored conferences and reviews changes 
in design and funding. He works with 
airports on their Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise plans and helps develop capi-
tal improvement plans to be submitted 
to the FAA. He also assists in designing 
projects, performing runway safety area 
evaluations, and overseeing construction 
administration.

Paige Witcher has become the new-
est MCE associate. She joined the MCE-
Little Rock team in September 2104 as an 
office administrator.  In addition to orga-

Johnson

Batker

nizing and writing 
the specifications 
for the Little Rock 
office, she is tasked 
with ensuring that 
the administrative 
activities within the 
organization run 
smoothly and effi-
ciently.

Smith

Witcher

Erin Needham, P.E., an associate engi-
neer at Olsson, recently passed the stan-
dard required exam and earned her pro-
fessional engineer certification.

 To earn P.E. cer-
tification, a person 
must complete four 
years of profes-
sional experience 
under a licensed 
P.E. and pass the 
P.E. exam.

 Needham is a 
member of Olsson’s 
Fayetteville Water/

Wastewater team. Since joining Olsson, 
she has done a number of projects includ-
ing hydraulic modeling, master planning, 
design work for a pump station, water 
lines and a water storage tank. 

Olsson’s Needham 
passes P.E. exam

Needham
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Needham earned a bachelor’s, master’s 
and a Ph.D. in civil engineering from the 
University of Arkansas.

 Olsson is a nationally recognized en-
gineering firm. It offers design and con-
sulting services in planning and design, 
engineering, field services, environmen-
tal and technology. 

Danny Boyett, 
P.S., is a new part-
ner to B & F En-
gineering’s own-
ership group, the 
company’s board 
of directors has 
announced.  

Boyett joined 
B&F in 2010. He 
is a licensed professional surveyor, a proj-
ect surveyor, and is the current president 

of the Arkansas Society of Professional 
Surveyors. He earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Biology in 1999 from Henderson 
State University and his Master’s in Geo-
spatial Surveying Engineering in 2010 
from Texas A&M University.

 “Danny is an outstanding individual 
and surveyor, and he is well respected 
by his coworkers and clients,” said James 
Montgomery, P.S., president of B & F En-
gineering, Inc.Boyett named a 

new B&F partner

Boyett

MCE would like to 
congratulate all 

of the 2020 ACEC 
Arkansas Award 

Winners for 
Engineering 
Excellence

Category F: 
Water and Wastewater

HONOR AWARD

Pipe Gallery following renovations

Decatur Wastewater Treatment Plant
Decatur, Ark.

Phillips Pump Station, Osceola, Ark.

EEA Awards Congrat Ad.indd   1 3/13/2020   10:50:08 AM

ASPE Annual 
Conference will 
be in August

The ASPE Annual Conference, which 
had been scheduled for April 16-17, has 
been postponed until August 27-28 be-
cause of the coronavirus pandemic. 

Jim Vetter, P.E., ASPE president, de-
cided to postpone the annual event in 
consultation with Executive Director An-

gie W. Cooper. The ASPE board of direc-
tors approved the move. 

ASPE hopes to have the same agenda 
in August that it planned for April and 
will be contacting speakers about their 
availability.

Further information will be shared 
electronically as it is available.
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ACEC/A Member Spotlight

Rick Geraci, P.E., and Mark Eakin, 
P.E., have practiced engineering for 28 
years together at four firms – including 
their new one, TLG Engineers, where it’s 
just the two of them.

Both are 70 years old and want to con-
tinue doing what they love, but on their 
own terms.

“Our philosophy is really to work on 
this enough to pay our mortgages and be 
able to go fishing,” Eakin said.

Geraci, an electrical engineer, and Ea-
kin, a mechanical engineer, spent about a 
decade together at H.W. Goodman Engi-
neers until Goodman retired. Then they 
joined what’s now Batson, Inc., becom-
ing partners in the firm. When founder 
Charles Batson planned to retire, they 
moved to Brown Engineers in 2010. 

Their departure from that firm was 
equally amicable. Eakin had been forced 
to cut back his hours to care for his ail-
ing wife, Judy, now deceased, so he semi-
retired but wanted to continue engineer-
ing part-time. He started TLG Engineers 
in January 2019. Geraci was also ready to 
reduce his hours without giving up engi-
neering completely, so he joined the firm 
later that year.

“It just seemed like at that age and 
with everything going on, it just kind of 
made some sense as an exit strategy to 
exit while you still had your wits about 
you,” Geraci said. He later added, “We 
could work with the clients that we want-
ed to work with and do as much work as 
we wanted to try to do.”

Don’t ask what the letters “TLG” stand 
for, because Geraci and Eakin aren’t tell-
ing. Geraci said some people think they 
know, “and some of it’s pretty hilarious.”

“They’re just letters that mean some-
thing to Mark and me,” Geraci said. “It’s 
kind of a personal thing for us. You know, 
we’ve worked together for some 28 years.”

While the two will spend fewer hours 
in the office than in the past, they still 
plan to do serious work. They specialize 
in critical electrical and mechanical ap-

Industry vets’ TLG leaves time for fishing
Geraci and Eakin’s firm lets 
them stay in engineering but 
be choosey about their clients

plications for hospitals, data centers and 
infrastructure, and in assessing facilities 
for potential expansions. They work with 
established in-state and out-of-state cli-
ents and have multiple licenses across the 
country.

They bring to the firm a wealth of ex-
perience. Among Geraci’s signature proj-
ects was lighting the inside of the Arkan-
sas Capitol dome, which previously was 
lit only by a chandelier, and overseeing 
the testing and commissioning of the 
electrical systems for a chemical weapons 
disposal facility in Pueblo, Colorado. The 
$4 billion project disposed of mustard gas 
artillery shells. 

“Obviously, you don’t make any mis-
takes,” Geraci said. “So that was one that 
was quite interesting and intricate and 
from a moral perspective, after what Syr-
ia did to some of their own people using 
mustard gas, it was time to get rid of all 
that stuff in our arsenal.”

Eakin’s projects have included replac-
ing the main cooling equipment for the 
40-story Simmons Tower in Little Rock, 
and replacing the main cooling machines 
and revamping the pumping-piping sys-
tem for the Marriott Little Rock and the 
Statehouse Convention Center. He has 
done numerous projects for the National 
Center for Toxicological Research.

The two have made many friends in 
what Geraci described as a “people busi-
ness.” TLG will enable them to stay active 
without the pressures of maintaining a 
full-time operation. 

“Rick and I still enjoy what we do best, 
and we work for some very nice clients 
that fit our niche, and so we kind of de-
veloped a philosophy that we could go 
and work for some of these clients that 
we’ve had for a long, long time doing ex-
actly what we like to do, and not having 
to do that everyday junk that we don’t like 
to do,” Eakin said.
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ENGINEERING PARTNERS. Mark Eakin, P.E., left, and Rick Geraci, P.E., right, have worked 
together for 28 years and now are co-owners of TLG Engineers.
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Tudor new ARDOT chief as Issue 1 looms
First female director was 
Highway Commission’s only 
choice to replace Bennett
By Steve Brawner
Editor

Lori Tudor, P.E., started as an Arkan-
sas Department of Transportation clerk 
typist and became a bookkeeper, but she 
wasn’t satisfied. So, she became an engi-
neer and is now the department’s first fe-
male director. 

Tudor, ARDOT’s current deputy di-
rector and chief operating officer, was 
named director by the Highway Com-
mission Feb. 20, one day after the current 
director, Scott Bennett, P.E., announced 
his retirement effective March 20.

Tudor, who described herself in an in-
terview that day as Bennett’s “wingman,” 
said she knew she had a chance at the 
position when he announced his retire-
ment, but the Commission could have 
engaged in a nationwide search. 

“It gives me a lot of confidence be-
cause I feel like they have confidence in 
me,” she said.

She said her priorities as director will 
be educating voters on Issue 1 and then 
implementing the program if it passes. Is-
sue 1 is a proposed permanent half-cent 
sales tax extension that will be on the 
November ballot. It would permanently 
extend a 10-year tax passed by voters in 
2012 to fund the road-widening Con-
necting Arkansas Program. That tax is 
set to expire in 2023. If Issue 1 passes, it 
would provide $205 million annually to 
ARDOT and continue providing the tax’s 
$43 million each that is currently going to 
cities and counties.

“It’s the people’s transportation sys-
tem, and it’s their decision … what qual-
ity they want to pay for, and we’ll do the 
best with whatever money they allow us 
to have,” she said.

Tudor said succession planning for her 
position and for other senior staff mem-
bers is another priority. 

“We have a lot of older folks at the top, 
and I need to get some succession plan-
ning in place,” she said.

Issue 1 was one reason Tudor was the 
only candidate considered for the job, 
Commissioner Alec Farmer said.

“We just looked around and said, ‘Why 
would we wait? She’s the clear choice for 
this position, in this situation especially,’” 
he said.

He said Bennett’s announcement took 
commissioners by surprise.

“We thought it might be a little later,” 
he said with a laugh.

Tudor is a 36-year ARDOT veteran. 
After high school, she attended college 
for a year-and-a-half but had to leave 
school. In need of a job, she began work-
ing at the department as a clerk typist in 
1981. From there, she worked her way 
up to become a federal aid bookkeeper, a 
grade 13 position. 

However, she said, “I always knew that 
I had sold myself short. … I’d reached 
that glass ceiling. I had moved up as far 
as I could without a degree.”

Tudor did not know much about en-
gineering when she started at the depart-
ment. Only two or three female engineers 
were working there, and it was not a pro-
fession women were encouraged to enter. 

“I met a lot of engineers, and I began to 
realize it was a good profession, thought 
it was interesting, and so I thought, ‘Well, 
why not?’ So I took a couple of night 
classes to see how my aptitude in math 
was, and it was good. And the rest was 
history,” she said.

She resigned in 1995, earned a civil 
engineering degree from the University 
of Memphis, and returned to the depart-
ment in 1998 as a civil engineer in the 
Planning Branch. That was a grade 10 
position, three levels below her former 
job. She held various titles in planning, 
research, and program management un-
til she became assistant chief engineer for 
planning in 2011. In December 2014, she 
was named deputy director and chief op-
erating officer. 

She is the fifth person to serve as the 
department’s director in 47 years, fol-
lowing Henry Gray, who served 15 years; 
Maurice Smith, who served six years; 
Dan Flowers, who led the department for 
17 years; and Bennett, nine years.

However, she said, “I don’t consider 
myself male or female. I just consider my-
self an ARDOT employee, an engineer, 
and I just have worked my heart out my 
whole career to do the best job that I can, 
but it is a great milestone that I am the 
first female to reach this position.” 

Bennett described Tudor as “my right-
hand person for several years now. One 
of the things that I told her when I put 
her in that role is, your job is to do ev-

LORI TUDOR, P.E., shown speaking to the 
ACEC/A’s Arkansas Industry Update in No-
vember, is ARDOT’s fifth director. 

Since 1972

Civil and Structural Engineering
Land Surveying

www.bnfeng.com
Hot Springs National Park
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erything I can’t do or everything I don’t 
want to do, but in reality everything goes 
through her.”

Bennett said he is 
leaving for the private 
sector, the specifics of 
which would be made 
public about the time 
he retires.

Bennett said private 
sector opportunities 
arise periodically, and 

this was the time to accept one. 
“A lot of people have said you’ll know 

when it’s time, and I know it’s time. I 
know it’s time for the next chapter,” he 
said.

He leaves as ARDOT is nearing a 
long-sought permanent funding source. 
Bennett has been front and center during 
recent legislative sessions pleading for 
more highway funding. Fuel taxes have 
remained unchanged while vehicles have 
become more fuel efficient and highway 
construction costs have increased.

Bennett: Always a next big thing
Asked about the timing of his depar-

ture, he said that during his tenure, voters 
passed an interstate bond issue in 2011 
and passed the half-cent sales tax for the 
Connecting Arkansas Program in 2012. 
In 2016, Gov. Asa Hutchinson and legis-
lators transferred money to highways in a 
special session. Then in 2019, legislators 
referred Issue 1 to voters and increased 
highway funding by $95 million by rais-

ing fuel taxes and transferring casino rev-
enues. Hutchinson has said Issue 1 will be 
his top priority this election cycle.

“There’s always going to be that next 
thing, that next big thing when you’re in 
this role,” Bennett said. “I’ve had a hand 
in setting up this program, and setting it 
up in a way that we really believe is going 
to be successful and going to be good for 
the citizens, and we’ve got a lot of good 
people that can carry this out.”

Bennett

Holder is new Highway Commissioner
Gov. Asa Hutchinson named Marie 

Holder to the Highway Commission 
March 12 to complete the term of the 
commission’s chairman, Tom Schueck. 

Schueck, 78, died March 3. 
Holder will complete Schueck’s 

term, which ends Jan. 14, 2021. 
Hutchinson said he will appoint Hold-
er to a full 10-year term. 

Holder is CEO of Holder Consult-
ing and served as the governor’s chief 

political fundraiser and re-election 
campaign treasurer. She managed the 
governor’s political action committee, 
ASA PAC, but resigned March 12, she 
told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.

She is the fourth female highway 
commissioner.

Highway commissioners elected 
Robert Moore Jr. to replace Schueck 
as chairman. Alec Farmer is now vice 
chairman.
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Crafton Tull employees from seven 
offices in two states “intersected” in Fort 
Smith Feb. 20 to learn more about be-
coming the first Arkansas-based 100% 
employee-owned engineering firm.

The Intersection 2020 event gave com-
pany leaders a chance to explain the em-
ployee stock ownership plan, or ESOP. It 
was the first time everyone in the compa-
ny gathered in one place since its Found-
ers Day event in 2006.

“An intersection is a meeting of two 
things, right? Whether it’s a street, or 
whether it’s ideas or people,” Matt Craf-
ton, P.E., president and CEO, told the 
gathering. 

The meeting came less than six 
months after Crafton Tull’s 25 sharehold-
ers voted unanimously Aug. 31, 2019, to 
transfer ownership to its 250 employees. 
That happened in what Crafton said was 
the firm’s best ever year financially. It also 
came the same year that the firm lost one 
of its two founders, Lemuel “Lem” Tull, 
who died Jan. 30, 2019. Bob Crafton, the 
other founder, shared memories of the 
firm’s early years at Intersection 2020. 

Matt Crafton said in an interview the 
day before the event that the board mem-
bers and original shareholders are not 
yet at retirement age, but they could “see 
it on the horizon.” They had spent years 
discussing Crafton Tull’s future. They 
considered continuing to allow younger 
employees to buy the stock owned by 
those who were retiring. Another option 
was to sell the firm, but that would have 
meant the Crafton Tull name and history 
would be forgotten. Instead, they chose 
the ESOP option. 

“Bob and Lem never tried to seek the 
spotlight for themselves, and (son) Jim 
Tull and I don’t either,” Crafton said in the 
interview. “It’s about 250 people. But the 
name itself, Crafton Tull, we think stands 
for something, a level of quality, a level 
of service that we provide. And that’s our 
view of it, and we wanted to continue 
that.”

E m p l o y e e s 
who work a 
minimum num-
ber of hours 
earn stock that 
they don’t have 
to buy. At the 
end of each 
year, the stock is 

valued by an outside company, and em-
ployees are allotted a certain number of 
shares based on their compensation. The 
old shareholders are being compensated 
for the stock they previously owned over 
the next 15 years.

The move makes Crafton Tull the first 
Arkansas-based engineering firm that is 
100% employee owned. Two other Ar-
kansas-based companies, Harps Foods 
and Central States Manufacturing, are 
also 100% employee owned. 

Crafton said the move offers young 
employees ownership immediately rath-
er than making them wait years for the 
chance. It helps them build wealth and a 
secure retirement. Company officials be-
lieve it will assist with recruitment and 
retention. The longer employees stay, the 
more stock they will own. 

“It’s said that an owner is the guy that 
picks up the trash on the sidewalk outside 
the front door and throws it away because 
he’s got that certain level of investment 
and pride in being the owner,” he said. 
“That’s his business or her business. And 
so, yeah, it should hopefully give every-
body a sense of they don’t just work here. 
They’re an owner here now.”

The week prior to the meeting, those 
who had been employed as of Aug. 31 
and worked 1,000 hours received an 
emailed ownership statement. The plan 
is being administered with the help of 
a third party trustee, TI-Trust, and two 
other third party administrators.

Among those bene-
fiting from the change 
is Taylor Lindley, P.E., 
27, of Rogers. Lindley 
joined Crafton Tull in 
January 2015 as a civil 
engineer and learned 
that he passed the P.E. 
exam this past Decem-

ber. He said ownership is an additional 
retirement benefit that also makes the 
work “a little more personal.” Employees 
can “focus our career path on ultimately 

Crafton Tull’s 250 owners gather
First Arkansas-based, 100% 
employee-owned engineering 
firm meets in Fort Smith
By Steve Brawner
Editor

BOB CRAFTON, one of Crafton Tull’s two co-founders, right, shares memories of the 
firm’s early years as Jim Tull, chief financial officer and son of the other founder, Lem 
Tull, listens.  The company’s Intersection 2020 occurred in Fort Smith Feb. 20. Below, 
Matt Crafton, P.E., the firm’s current president and CEO, speaks at the event. 

Lindley
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achieving what’s good for us but (also) 
good for the company,” he said.

Crafton said the business will continue 
to operate as before. 

“We’ve still got a board of directors,” 
he said. “We’ve got management. We’ve 
got project managers. We’ve got techni-
cians and field people and admin people 
and everything else, and so the day-to-
day operations don’t change. We’ve got to 
bring in the work. We’ve got to produce 
good work for our clients. We’ve got to 
get paid for it and make a profit. So we’ve 
still got to run the business like we would 
any other way.”

Crafton said at the Intersection event 
that he and Jim Tull, the company’s chief 
financial officer, attended an ESOP con-
ference in November where others ex-
pressed surprise that 25 shareholders 
would vote unanimously to make such 
a change. Ordinarily those decisions are 
made by one or two owners or a family.  

The company’s history was celebrated 
at Intersection 2020 with a question-and-

answer session where Matt Crafton and 
Jim Tull quizzed Bob Crafton about his 
memories.

Raised on a cotton farm, Bob Craf-
ton was the youngest of 14 siblings. His 
mother died of pneumonia when he was 
2 years old. On her death bed, she told his 
oldest sister, Edna, 22, to take care of the 
little ones. When Edna married, the next 
sister took over the child-rearing duties. 
Other sisters also helped raise him. His 
father didn’t remarry until Crafton was 
the last one living at home. 

Crafton expected to work on the cot-
ton farm after graduating high school. 
Instead, he became the first brother to 
attend college with help from a $100 
monthly loan from his older brother, 
Tommy. He asked his high school math 
teacher what he should study. 

“Why, Bobby, math has been your best 
subject. Why don’t you try engineering?” 
she told him.

Crafton spent his first two years of 
college at what is now Arkansas Tech 

Before our power systems see the light of day, they 
endure some of the industry’s toughest testing  
standards.  Including one-step load, transients, 
sound, cooling and complete system performance.  
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University, while Lem Tull spent his first 
two years at what is now the University 
of Arkansas at Little Rock. They met in 
1953 at a summer surveying camp at the 
University of Arkansas. They didn’t see 
each other much while finishing their 
educations at the University of Arkansas, 
but afterwards both worked at the High-
way Department. Crafton had become 
assistant to the chief engineer when Tull 
approached him about starting their own 
company. 

Initially reluctant, Crafton eventually 
said yes. They opened shop in Rogers on 
Nov. 20, 1963. Their first office was in two 
adjoining motel rooms and was managed 
by their wives. 

“We were partners,” he said. “We were 
50-50 partners all of our lives, and he’s 
one of the greatest, greatest individuals I 
have ever met. I come from a large family. 
I had six brothers. Nobody was any closer 
to me than Lem Tull. And we got along 
wonderfully. We had a great time until his 
passing.”
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GRAND CONCEPTOR AWARD. Garver won the top Engineering Excellence Award for its Cantrell Field Access project for the City of 
Conway. Pictured from left are Garver’s Daniel Goad, P.E., S.E., and Charles Cullen, P.E.; Jack Bell and Ronnie Hall with the City of 
Conway; and Todd Mueller, P.E., and Richard Corbyn, P.E., with Garver. The project, pictured below. was also the winner in Category 
H: Transportation. 

A Garver project that provided ac-
cess to a closed Conway airport awaiting 
redevelopment, installed a roundabout 
at a nearby busy retail area, and planted 
greenery on the connecting overpass won 
this year’s Grand Conceptor Award at the 
Engineering Excellence Awards.

The annual event was held at the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion March 5.

Garver’s Cantrell Field access project 
for the City of Conway won the top award 
chosen by a team of six judges. The proj-
ect also was the winner in Category H: 
Transportation.

Todd Mueller, P.E., transportation 
team lead for Garver’s municipal group, 
along with project engineers Richard 
Corbyn, P.E., and Charles Cullen, P.E., 
took Building Arkansas on a tour of the 
site.

The project created a four-lane boule-
vard overpass across I-40 from Highway 
64 to Cantrell Field, the former Conway 
airport that will be redeveloped into com-
mercial property. It also relieves conges-
tion at the I-40/Highway 64 interchange. 
Garver designed a two-lane roundabout 
with pedestrian and bicycle-friendly con-
siderations. With an expedited sched-
ule and site constraints, Garver worked 
closely with the city to do the planning, 
interchange justification study, environ-
mental studies, and a categorical exclu-
sion in coordination with the Arkansas 
Department of Transportation and the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

“It’s a pretty complex design,” Muel-
ler said. “We basically built a roundabout 
kind of up on a mountain, a bridge with 
vegetation on it, put trees on the bridge. 
So there’s a lot of difficulty in getting this 
project done.”

The $16.5 million project, funded by a 
temporary tax passed by the city, started 
in 2012 with initial planning and de-
sign, with the actual design beginning 
in 2014. The environmental documents 
were completed in several months. The 
design itself took about 12 months. City 
leaders wanted everything completed by 
Thanksgiving 2017. First phase construc-
tion began in April 2015. The roadway 
was opened in November 2017.

The project was split into three phas-
es. Phase One included interchange 
improvements along Highway 64 and 
three interstate ramps to improve the 
traffic flow and pedestrian connectiv-
ity at the/I-40 interchange. A new four-
lane boulevard for vehicles, cyclists, and 
pedestrians connected Highway 64 to 
Cantrell Field. Garver incorporated the 
existing interstate ramp into the design, 
saving costs. Phase Two channeled a 

Garver wins EEA Grand Conceptor 
Conway project provides 
access to old airport with help 
from a roundabout and an 
overpass lined with greenery
By Steve Brawner
Editor
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD. Crafton Tull won the People’s Choice Award, which is se-
lected by EEA banquet attendees, for its Washington Elementary Playground for the Fay-
etteville Public Schools. Pictured left to right are Crafton Tull’s Dave Roberts, ASLA; Lex 
Sullivan; Jerry Kelso, P.E.; Frank Riggins, ASLA, CLARB; Julie Luther Kelso, AICP, ASLA; 
and Mike Burns, P.E. The project also was the winner in Category I: Small Project. Crafton 
Tull also received an Honor Award in Category H: Transportation, for the West Magnolia 
Steet Over I-49 project for the City of Rogers.

1915 Highway 25B, Heber Springs, AR 72543
www.cwbengineers.com  501-362-3744

Congratulations, CWB Engineers! 
ACEC Engineering Excellence 
Honor Award Recipient 2020

Blytheville Waterworks 
Water Treatment Plant Improvements
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What makes us unique is our approach.
 What makes us successful is our people.

creek through a closed, 900-foot double 
11-foot-by-6-foot box culvert structure. 

Phase Three involved a multi-lane 
roundabout immediately adjacent to the 
Conway Commons Shopping Center that 
was constructed on a 3% grade to reduce 
project costs and business impacts. It also 
involved a four-lane overpass over I-40 
with a 212-foot plate girder bridge. The 
overpass has a mechanically stabilized 
earth wall system and an ashlar stone fin-
ish. The handrails match other structures 
on the interstate. It was built to accom-
modate trails on both sides of the over-
pass along with large pots with plants 
that enhanced the appearance and added 

space on the trails, increasing pedestrian 
comfort and safety. The engineering team 
structurally checked the pots to ensure 
the plants could not blow over in the 
wind, and to make sure the bridge could 
withstand the weight. They were heavy.

“We don’t deal with a lot of flower pots 
or tree pots on bridges,” Mueller said.

Garver had other challenges to con-
tend with. With the project located in the 
busy Conway Commons retail area, no 
roads could be closed during construc-
tion. Garver developed a maintenance of 
traffic plan that kept all lanes open along 
with an interactive map for the city and 
stakeholders. The roadway formerly was 

a three-way intersection at ground level, 
so 20 feet of fill was needed to build the 
overpass. Sewer lines had to be lowered, 
and Corbyn had to design a special wall 
to save the $500,000 it would have cost 
to move an electrical box, as well as the 
inconvenience of shutting down power 
for the Conway Commons area. While 
all of this was happening, I-40 was being 
expanded from four lanes to six.

People’s Choice Award
The other major EEA Award is the 

People’s Choice Award, which is chosen 
by EEA banquet attendees. This year’s 
winner was Crafton Tull for the Wash-
ington Elementary Playground for the 
Fayetteville Public Schools. Attempts to 
fix the playground’s drainage issues had 
been unsuccessful for more than a cen-
tury, making it unsafe for students when 
glass, debris, and exposed rock washed 
onto the playground during rain events. 
Crafton Tull’s design improvements ad-
dressed drainage, erosion and safety 
issues and implemented environmen-
tally sound low impact development 
techniques. All on-site mature trees were 
preserved using permeable materials that 
allow water absorption at the existing 
roots. Strategically placed rain gardens 
clean, direct, and reduce water flow. Con-
struction occurred during the summer 
months, so that the safe, ADA-accessible 
playground was ready by the time the 
2018 school year began. 
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CATEGORY A HONOR AWARD. Michael Baker International com-
pleted the I-40 Mississippi River Bridge Inspection for the Arkan-
sas Department of Transportation. From left are Hussam Saleem, 
Ph.D., P.E., Fred Harper, P.E., and Megan Land with Michael Baker; 
and Andy Nanneman and Stewart Linz with ARDOT.

CATEGORY A HONOR AWARD. Pictured 
are Michael Baker International’s Matt 
Roddy and Robert Farrar. Their project 
was the Arkansas Statewide System Plan 
for the Arkansas Department of Com-
merce Division of Aeronautics.

CATEGORY A: STUD-
IES, RESEARCH AND 
CONSULTING. The 
winner was Garver 
for the Springdale 
Water Reclamation 
Facility Peak Flow 
Study for Spring-
dale Water Utili-
ties. Pictured from 
left are Heath Ward 
and Rick Pulvirenti, 
P.E., with Springdale 
Water Utilities; and 
Chris Buntin, P.E., 
and Andy Pruitt, P.E., 
with Garver.

CATEGORY A HONOR AWARD.  Crist Engineers received the Honor 
Award for the Water System Master Plan for the City of Hot Springs. 
Pictured from left are Monty Ledbetter, City of Hot Springs; John 
Keckler, E.I., and Matt Dunn, P.E., of Crist Engineers; and Bill Bur-
rough and Todd Piller, City of Hot Springs.

CATEGORY B: BUILDING/TECHNOLOGY 
SYSTEMS. The winner was Garver for the 
LIT ARFF/Vault Generator Upgrades for the 
Bill and Hillary Clinton National Airport. Pic-
tured from left are Garver’s Adam Roberson, 
P.E., and Eric Farmer, P.E. Not pictured are 
Tom Sutton and Tom Clarke, P.E. with the 
airport. Garver also won an Honor Award in 
Category H: Transportation, for the airport’s 
Taxiways A & B Rehabilitation.

CATEGORY C: STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS. The winner was Garver for the Dave Ward Drive 
Pedestrian Bridge for the City of Conway. Pictured from left are Garver’s Todd Mueller, 
P.E., and Dustin Tackett, P.E.; Jack Bell and Ronnie Hall with the City of Conway; and 
Garver’s John Ruddell, P.E., S.E., and Joel Skinner, P.E.

The People’s Choice Award is spon-
sored by BXS Insurance Services. The 
project was also the winner in Category 
I: Special Projects.

Other category award winners were:
Category A: Studies, Research and 

Consulting Engineering Services. The 
winner was Garver, for the Springdale 

Water Reclamation Facility Peak Flow 
Study for the Springdale Water Utilities. 
After historic rainfall events pushed the 
facility’s treatment and storage capac-
ity to the limit, Springdale Water Utili-
ties selected Garver to study the optimal 
approach for handling peak flows. Us-
ing historical flow and rainfall data, the 
Garver team revised water flow projec-
tions and recommended how to best uti-
lize the facility’s capacity. Garver devel-

oped a solution that provides the lowest 
initial investment, minimizes costs, and 
maximizes the available capacity of exist-
ing units. This solution allows the plant 
to meet future peak flow challenges and 
improve processes year-round, maximiz-
ing return on investment.

Category B: Building/Technology 
Systems. The winner was Garver, for 
Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting/Vault 
Generator Upgrades for the Bill and 
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CATEGORY D: SURVEY AND MAPPING TECHNOLOGY, LARGE 
PROJECTS. Garver won the award for the Kaw Lake Water Supply 
Surveying project for the City of Enid, Okla. Pictured are Garver’s 
Wayman White, P.S., Paul Davis, P.S., and Jeff Jones, P.S. 

CATEGORY D: SURVEY AND MAPPING TECHNOLOGY, SMALL 
PROJECTS. B&F Engineering won the award for the Cox Creek 
Lake 2019 Survey for the Arkansas Game & Fish Commission. Pic-
tured are Jonathan Hamner, P.S., and Danny Boyett, P.S., with B & 
F Engineering, and Scott Connelley with AGFC.

CATEGORY F: WATER AND WASTEWATER. Olsson Associates 
won the award for the Water Source Mitigation project for Clarks-
ville Connected Utilities. Pictured from left are Chris Dougherty, 
P.E., and Brad Hammond, P.E., with Olsson; and John Lester and 
Rebecca Lester with Clarksville Connected Utilities.

Hillary Clinton National Airport. The airport contracted with 
Garver for insight into additional safety features that could fur-
ther safeguard their airfield electrical system. One of the firm’s 
primary recommendations was providing separate emergency 
power backup sources for the east vault, west vault, and the 
ARFF building to enable each facility to operate independently 
in case of a power outage. Garver helped the airport take proac-
tive measures above and beyond the minimum Federal Aviation 
Administration requirements and increase safety in the event of 
emergency incidents, allowing for a more reliable, functional, 
and efficient airfield electrical system.

Category C: Structural Systems. The winner was Garver, for 
the Dave Ward Drive Pedestrian Bridge for the City of Conway. 
The Stone Dam Creek Trail serves as an essential link for Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas students but lacked a safe option 
to cross Dave Ward Drive, one of the state’s busiest highways. 
Garver’s design of a pedestrian bridge provided a safe route 
for trail users and included unique column designs and LED 
light fixtures to enhance appearance and safety. The Dave Ward 
Drive Pedestrian Bridge presents bikers, joggers, and walkers a 
safe route over a heavily traveled road and also provided the city 
with an iconic landmark.

Category D: Surveying & Mapping Technology, Large 
Project. The winner was Garver, for the Kaw Lake Water Supply 

Surveying for the City of Enid, Oklahoma. Garver is serving as 
program manager and lead designer for the project that will de-
liver raw water from the Kaw Lake Reservoir to the city, creating 
a 50-year sustainable water supply. The project featured unique 
and extensive requirements for Garver’s Survey Team, many of 
which were beyond the usual surveying formalities. 

Category D: Surveying & Mapping Technology, Small 
Project. The winner was B & F Engineering, for the Cox Creek 
Lake 2019 Survey for Arkansas Game & Fish Commission. 

Continues on next page
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CATEGORY F HONOR AWARD. McClelland Consulting Engineers 
received the Honor Award for the Decatur Wastewater Treatment 
Plant. Pictured are MCE’s Daniel Barnes, P.E.; and Nick Batker, 
P.E., CFM; Kim Wilkins with Decatur; and Byron Hicks, P.E., with 
MCE.

CATEGORY F HONOR AWARD. McClelland Consulting Engineers 
received the Honor Award for the Phillips Wastewater Pump Sta-
tion for the City of Osceola. Pictured are MCE’s Byron Hicks, P.E., 
and Jacob Gillip, P.E.; Osceola Mayor Sally Wilson; and MCE’s 
Adam Triche, P.E.

CATEGORY F HONOR AWARD. Garver received the Honor Award 
for the Central Arkansas Water Pump Station 1A Rehabilitation. 
Pictured are Doug Graham, Ronnie Bankston, and Joe O’Hara, 
P.E., with Central Arkansas Water; and Paul Strickland, P.E., and 
Edward Holcomb with Garver.

CATEGORY F HONOR AWARD. CWB Engineers received the Honor 
Award for the Blytheville Water Treatment Plant. Pictured are Oren 
Noble, P.E., and Clint Bell, P.E., with CWB Engineers; Blytheville 
Mayor James Sanders; Kyle Breckenridge, P.E., with CWB Engi-
neers; John Callens and Greg Hamlett with Blytheville; and Kyle 
Martin with CWB Engineers.

CATEGORY I: SPECIAL PROJECTS, LARGE PROJECTS. B & F Engineering won the 
award for the New Langston Elementary School for the Hot Springs School District. Pic-
tured from left are John Rogers, P.E., with B & F Engineering; Becky Rosburg, Dr. Taryn 
Echols, and Dr. Stephanie Nehus, Hot Springs School District; and Christian Vaughan,  
Daniel George, P.E., and Tim Tieaskie, P.E., with B & F.

Constructed in 1964 as a tributary of the 
Saline River, current Arkansas Game and 
Fish boundaries for Cox Creek Lake were 
inaccurate and confusing because they 
were created using imprecise technol-
ogy. To provide AGFC with an accurate 
survey of the lake terrain and boundary 

lines, B & F constructed a “surveyor time 
machine” by coupling its state-of-the-art 
real time kinetic GPS and modifying the 
calculations to interpret the terrain as it 
would have been in 1964. This provided 
AGFC, residents and businesses with 
clear and reliable boundary lines.

Category F: Water & Wastewater. The 
winner was Olsson for the Water Source 
Mitigation project for Clarksville Con-
nected Utilities. Olsson worked to en-
sure mitigation measures were in place 
in anticipation of a proposed oil pipeline 
project that will eventually cross the wa-
tersheds of Clarksville Connected Utili-
ties’ two water supply sources. Olsson 
conducted a study of possible scenarios 
should a spill occur and then provided 
recommendations from those findings. 
Olsson also designed a new lower in-
take port and screen to allow full intake 
capacity, and a new intake structure up-
stream of where the pipeline will cross a 
creek to help protect a water source serv-
ing 28,000 customers. 

Category I, Special Projects, Large 
Projects. The winner was B & F Engi-
neering for the New Langston Elemen-
tary School for the Hot Springs School 
District. To provide Hot Springs School 
District students with a modern learning 
facility that also includes historical pres-
ervation, B & F Engineering led a project 



23 Building Arkansas / April 2020

CATEGORY J: SMALL PROJECTS. CEI Engineering won the award 
for the Hobbs East Trail – Bike Trail Tunnel for the Arkansas De-
partment of Parks, Heritage and Tourism. Pictured are Jacob Shy, 
CEI; Jim Shamburger, Arkansas Parks and Recreation Foundation; 
and Zachary Hoyt, CEI.

CATEGORY J HONOR AWARD. Garver received the award for the 
Bryant Parkway – Highway 5 to Hilldale Road. Pictured are Garv-
er’s Charles Cullen, P.E.; Ted Taylor, P.E., Mayor Allen Scott, and  
Truett Smith, City of Bryant; Garver’s Richard Corbyn, P.E., and 
Todd Mueller, P.E.; Mark Grimmett, City of Bryant; and Matt Mitch-
ell, Garver.
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to turn a century-old middle school into the new Langston El-
ementary Leadership Academy along with constructing a new 
junior high school. The building’s footprint was designed to 
work in concert with the existing streets and surrounding facili-
ties to avoid disruptions during construction. In addition to a 
new classroom building and preserving an existing structure, a 
historical marker was installed in front of the entrance to com-
memorate the site. 

Category J: Small Projects. The winner was CEI Engineer-
ing, for the Hobbs East Trail – Bike Trail Tunnel for the Ar-
kansas Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism. When the 
Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage, and Tourism wanted 
to begin a series of mountain bike trails at Hobbs State Park, 
Highway 12 caused an issue considering it ran right through 
the trail’s eventual path. CEI responded by designing the Hobbs 
Trail Connection that features a large corrugated metal tunnel 
underneath Highway 12. It allows access to each end of the trail 

without disrupting rider momentum and avoiding safety haz-
ards. The tunnel itself was constructed off site and transported 
in two sections to where the excavations had been prepared. 
The final product is a safe corridor for cyclists.   

The evening included a brief address regarding the national 
ACEC organization by Jay Wolverton, chief growth officer at 
CHA Consulting in Georgia and senior vice chair of the ACEC 
National Executive Committee.

The event’s sponsors were Environmental Technical Sales, 
BXS Insurance Services, FTN Associates, Garver’s communica-
tions team and ACEC Health Trust.

The 2020 EEA Committee was composed of Chairman Jamie 
White from Garver, Holly Vetsch, E.I., from B&F Engineering, 
and Travis Tolley, P.E., from Crafton Tull. 

Judges were Linda Smith, P.E., U.S. Green Building Council; 
Brent Stevenson, executive director, AIA Arkansas; Bill Roach-
ell, president, Associated Builders and Contractors; Dustin Da-
vis, AIA, LEED Fellow, Polk Stanley Wilcox; Ken Jones, P.E., 
Bernhard TME; and Keith Jacks, CHC, CHFM, Kinco Con-
structors.
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For more than a century, Garver’s infrastructure designs have helped Arkansans enjoy the best their communities have to 
offer, like the Cantrell Field Access project that leads to a future retail development in Conway. Garver’s Charles Cullen, Richard 
Corbyn, Todd Mueller, Dustin Tackett, and the rest of the project team were awarded the Grand Conceptor from ACEC Arkansas 
for their design that keeps Conway growing. Congrats to them, and to all other Garver teams honored by ACEC this year.
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